
Fire Island

Visitor Programs and Events—January & February 2016

Wilderness Visitor Center
Call for information: 
631-281-3010  
Parking is available at 
Smith Point County Park.

New Year’s Day 
Beach to Breach Hike
Friday, January 1
10 am–1 pm
Celebrate the New Year on Fire Island.  
Discover the stark beauty of the winter 
beach during this invigorating 3-mile 
round-trip hike to the breach at Old 
Inlet. Dress for the weather and for 
walking on sand. Bring a snack and 
binoculars if you have them.

lines, close-ups, and compositions. 
Share your seashore snapshots via 
social media @FireIslandNPS. After a 
short talk in the visitor center, bundle 
up for the outdoors for photography 
practice on the boardwalk and beach. 
This program meets the photography 
badge requirement for scouts.

Seals of Long Island
Saturday, February 27
2 pm–3 pm
The Riverhead Foundation for Marine 
Research and Preservation leads this 
presentation about the secret life of 
seals in the waters off Fire Island and 
Long Island. Learn about the nature of 
these marine mammals, why we find 
them “hauled out” on the beach in 
winter, and how you can help protect 
them. 

The Dynamic Winter Beach
Saturday, February 6
1 pm–2 pm
Explore the wind, waves, and sand 
with Coastal Geologist Ruth Coffey 
during this short outdoor walk along 
Fire Island’s dynamic shore. Dress for 
the outdoors.   

Family Friendly 
Photography Workshop
Saturday, February 20
2 pm–3:30 pm
This family friendly program will 
explore the very basics of outdoor 
photography. Kids, parents and 
all—use your cell phone, tablet, or 
camera to document your family visit 
and capture the landscape of the Fire 
Island wilderness. Learn about angles, 

Great Backyard Bird Count at Fire Island Lighthouse 
Robert Moses State Park Field #5, Sunday, February 14, 9 am–11 am 
Join a park volunteer for a science stroll around the Fire Island Lighthouse to identify and count the birds observed.    

Great Backyard Bird Count at Fire Island Wilderness
Wilderness Visitor Center, Sunday, February 14, 9 am–12 pm 
Join Byron Young, President of Eastern Long Island Audubon for a birding trek to identify and count the birds observed 
in the Fire Island Wilderness. If the weather cooperates, plan for 3-mile roundtrip birding walk to the wilderness breach 
and back. 

2016 Great Backyard Bird Count
Help contribute to this worldwide citizen science effort to document the location of birds in winter. 

Beginner birders are welcome. Bring binoculars if you have them and dress for the outdoors.   
For more information email: FIIS_Information@nps.gov or call 631-687-4780. 

Citizen Science Birding: eBird and the Great Backyard Bird Count
Sunday, January 31, 2 pm–4 pm, Fire Island Lighthouse, Fresnel Lens Building
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is coming up and its the perfect opportunity to contribute to science and bird 
conservation efforts. Byron Young, President of Eastern Long Island Audubon will be on hand to discuss all aspects 
of the the GBBC and eBird, provide information about upcoming bird counts you can participate in, and how you 
can contribute to citizen science from home all year-long. After an indoor presentation, head outdoors with Byron to 
practice documenting and counting birds on the walk back to the parking field. 



Fire Island National Seashore Facilities—Jan.–Feb. 2016
Park Headquarters in Patchogue: 631-687-4750
   Open all year, Monday–Friday, 9 am–4 pm (Closed on federal holidays) 

Fire Island Lighthouse: 631-661-4876
   Open all year
   mid-December through March;Weekends: 10 am–4 pm; Weekdays: 9:30 am–4 pm

Sailors Haven and Watch Hill Facilities
   Closed until May 2016 

Wilderness Visitor Center: 631-281-3010
  Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays  9 am–4 pm

William Floyd Estate: 631-399-2030
   Closed until May 2016, but watch for special programs January–April  

Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal
   Closed until May 2016, but watch for special programs

Backcountry Camping 
   Reservations Required. Visit www.recreation.gov
   Access to east and west zones are from Watch Hill only while breach at Old 
   Inlet is open. There is no access from the Wilderness Visitor Center at this time.

For information and updates: 
twitter.com/FireIslandNPS, facebook.com/FireIslandNPS,
www.nps.gov/fiis or email: fiis_information@nps.gov

Fire Island Lighthouse
Call for reservations and 
information: 631-661-4876
Parking is available at Field #5, 
Robert Moses State Park.

Tower Tours
Weekends, 11 am–4 pm
Weekdays, 10 am–3 pm 
42” Height Requirement. Fee.
Call ahead for weekday availability.

New Year’s Day Hike
Friday, January 1
10 am–11 am
Reservations Required.
Meet @ Robert Moses Field #5
Join the Fire Island Lighthouse 
Preservation Society for a walk around 
the Seashore’s western end on the first 
day of the new year. Afterwards, climb 
the lighthouse tower at the regular fee. 

Evening Tower Tour
Saturday, January 23
4:30 pm–6 pm
Reservations Required. Fee.
Experience the sunset and view 
the night sky from the top of the 
lighthouse. Bring a flashlight for your 
walk back to the parking field.  
Sunset is at 4:58 pm. 

Of Pine Trees, Pine Beetles 
and a Changing Climate
Sunday, January 24
2 pm–3:30 pm
Fresnel Lens Building
The southern pine beetle has made 
its way north to Long Island and Fire 
Island and is devastating our native 
pine forests. Find out why this is 
happening and what land managers 
are doing to control the spread of this 
invasive insect. Learn how to recognize 
trees in danger and what you can do 
about this conservation issue that has 
reached our own backyards. Join Park 
Biologist Jordan Raphael for an indoor 
presentation followed by a short walk 
in pine tree habitat.    

Light Keepers 
Behind the Scenes Tour
Saturday, February 13
9 am–11 am
Reservations Required. Fee.
This bottom to top tour takes you 
from the auxiliary generator and Light 
Keeper’s workshop in the basement of 
the Keeper’s Quarters to the beacon 
in the lantern room of the lighthouse 
tower. Includes a tour of the Lens 
Building which houses the historic first 
order Fresnel Lens. Space is limited.

“Lighthouses are for Lovers”
Saturday, February 13
4 pm–6 pm
Reservations Required. Fee.
Fresnel Lens Building
Enjoy the sunset with your “someone 
special.” Climb the tower and  savor 
“light” refreshments on the terrace. 

Celebrate Presidents Week 
at the Fire Island Lighthouse
Monday–Friday, 
February15–19
Make the most of your “stay-cation” 
and explore the Fire Island Lighthouse 
with the family. Reduced tower tour 
fees for children under 12 years old 
(must be 42 inches to climb), and craft 
activities daily from 10 am–3 pm.  Be 
sure to visit the Fresnel Lens Building 
which houses the original First Order 
Fresnel Lens, and the Boat House 
where you can view maritime history 
displays. 

Early Morning Tower Tour
Sunday, February 21
6:10 am–7:40 am
Reservations Required. Fee.
Enjoy the scenery from the top of the 
tower as the sunrises. Tour includes a 
“light” breakfast. Come early and enjoy 
the pre-dawn colors. Bring a flashlight 
for your walk from the parking filed. 
The lighthouse will remain open until 
10 am.  Sunrise 6:40 am.  


